
In This Issue 

• Important 

Dates 

• Look Back at 

November 

• Events in the 

community 

• Emergency 

Numbers 

 

 

Sturgeon Public 

School students are 

able to grow and 

connect through 

SPS online 

community. We are 

proud to offer an 

innovative program 

allowing students a 

variety of ways to 

learn and feel a 

sense of belonging 
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From the Principal 

Welcome to December! 

As we reflect on this last year, who would have thought that face 

masks would become fashion items and ‘online’ learning would 

now be household terms, not just in our world but among the 

general public?  

This past month The Virtual Academy and Learning Centers 

joined Gibbons School for an online Remembrance Day ceremony 

that was streamed ‘Live’ on Facebook.  Thank you to the Gibbons 

staff, the Gibbons Concert Band, and students who played and 

sang for us. It was a successful event where we were able to in-

clude staff, students, parents, and members of the community 

including the Gibbons Mayor and the Gibbons Legion. 

The Virtual Academy and Learning Centers will be having month-

ly activities starting in December.  These activities are an oppor-

tunity for students to socialize and make some connections with 

peers.  This month we are planning two activities. Please watch 

for the field trip forms with more details coming out next week! 

For December, Learning Centre students are working to wrap up 

their courses for the January diploma exams, and Virtual Acade-

my online students are finishing term one options.  Term two 

options choices will be coming out later today. 

The last day of school will be December 17th, before the holiday 

break.  Classes will resume on January 3rd.  For this reason, 

School Council will be moved up one week, to December 14th at 

6:00 pm.  This is a monthly Council meeting and everyone is in-

vited!  This includes Home Education, Shared Responsibility, 

Grades 5-9 Virtual Academy, and the Learning Centers. Please 

check our websites for the Google Meet link. 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the December break, 

and will soon be bidding 2021, adieu. We hope you have a won-

derful month of December and a happy and safe holiday season. 

See you all in 2022! 

 

Christy Filgate, Principal, Sturgeon Public Schools -Online 

Virtual Academy (Grades 5-9 online, Home Education, Shared Re-

sponsibility) and Learning Centers. 

https://www.sturgeonlearning.ca/
https://www.sturgeonpva.ca/
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Important Dates: 

December 6 Last day of 

Term One Options  

December 7 First Day of 

Term Two Options  

December 8 SCHS Virtual 

Presentation for grade 9’s 

December 10 Skating for LC 

Students 

December 17 Dynamix 

Gymnastics 1-3PM 

December 18-January 2 

Christmas Break  

January 3 Classes Resume  

Dare to reimagine learning 
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Find us on 

Facebook! 

Phys Ed. Fieldtrip! 

Come and join Mrs. 

Belke-Farrell at 

Dynamyx 

Gymnastics for a 

fun fitness filled 

afternoon Dec 17.  

* keep an eye out 

for an Email 

 

https://www.sturgeonlearning.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/sturgeonlearning.ca
https://www.sturgeonpva.ca/calendar#month/2021/11


 

“Education is the 

most powerful 

weapon we can use 

to change the 

world.” 

      -nelson mandela 
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PAT’s are 

Administered in 

January, May and 

June 2022 

Students can try out 

previous provincial 

tests at                     

https://

questaplus.alberta.ca/  

Gibbons School Food Bank Drive 

Kick Off 

November 23rd - December 10th 

 

Sturgeon Public Virtual Academy 

and Learning Centre Parents are 

welcome to drop off items to the 

Elementary door at Gibbons School 

for the SPVA/LC  

Food Bank Box. 

Please call 780-939-4341 Ext 1626 

when you arrive. 

What are Provincial Achievement Tests? 

Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) are administered to students 

in grades 6 and 9 and have three main purposes: 

 • to determine if students are learning what they are expected to 

learn;  

 • to report to Albertans how well students have achieved pro-

vincial standards at given points in their schooling;  

 • to assist schools, authorities, and the province in monitoring 

and improving student learning.  

https://questaplus.alberta.ca/
https://questaplus.alberta.ca/


  

 

 

Sturgeon Public Virtual Academy students participated in a variety 

of activities to honor Métis week including a presentation from 

Jerome Chabot on Métis culture, traditions, history, and identity. 

 

 

 

 

 Métis Turtle Art 

 

  

Ms. Brown: We had a blast sharing our spooky stories with each 

other! I am so impressed with how the kiddos’ writing has 

progressed. Some are continuing on to create sequels for their 

stories while the rest of the class is held in suspense about what 

happens next! We need to know! Thank you to Mr.Chabot for the 

Métis presentation. We learned so much and the students were very 

engaged in the discussion. We’ve wrapped up our Evidence and 

Investigation science unit now. Many students are sad to see this 

intriguing unit in the rearview mirror but now we 

are moving onto another cool science unit: Air 

and aerodynamics. After that we take off into 

our flight unit. Let’s get ready to soar! We are 

now starting our musical instrument creations. 

When the students are done presenting we’ll 

combine our musical vibes and make a song 

together! 
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Look back at November: 



Managing expectations during the 

holiday season:  

 

Everyone has a vision of the 

perfect holiday, but when reality 

fails to live up to the dream, 

stress can result. Here are some 

tips to help you manage your 

expectations this holiday season  

*Click the picture* 
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Councilors Corner: 

: https:/www.apa.org/topics/stress/managing-expectations


Events in the Community: 

Sturgeon Public Virtual Academy 

December  2021 

https://www.winterwonderforest.ca/
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1-866-332-2322 Addiction Services Helpline (24 Hours) 

1-888-456-2323 Bullying Helpline (24 Hours) 

1-800-387-5437 Child Abuse Hotline (24 Hours) 

310-1818 Family Violence Info Line (24 Hours) 

780-482-4357 Alberta Mental Heath Services Crisis/Distress 

Line 

1-866-939-9303 Sturgeon County Family & Community Support 

1-800-668-6868 Kids Help Phone  (24 Hours) 

780-939-4590 Sturgeon Victim Services (8:30-4:30) 

1-866-644-5135 Income Support Contact Centre 

1-800-332-1414 Poison & Drug Information Service (24 Hours) 

780-482-HELP

(4357) 

Suicide Crisis Centre/Distress Line (24 Hours) 

FCSS—Gibbons  https://www.gibbons.ca/public/download/files/170654 

911 811 211 

Emergency Services 

(Ambulance/Fire/Police) 

Health Link 

General Health Info 

Free 24 hour infor-

mation and referral 

system 

Phone: 780-939-4341 Ext 1625 or 1626 

Email Virtual Academy: 

spva@sturgeon.ab.ca 

Email Learning Centre's: learningcen-

tres@sturgeon.ab.ca 

Websites: www.sturgeonlearning.ca  

www.sturgeonpva.ca 

https://www.gibbons.ca/public/download/files/170654
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Just a reminder there is  

NO SCHOOL December 18, 2021 —

January 2nd, 2022  

Have a great Christmas Break 

Classes resume January 3rd 


